
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

 

November 5, 2021 

Dear OLS Families, 

 Well the colder weather has arrived! We were definitely spoiled but enjoyed the 

beautiful days while we had them.  This is a good time to send out the reminder that 

even though the heat is now on in the building, windows are open to maintain proper 

ventilation in the classrooms, so some of the rooms are cooler.  If your child needs 

something warmer to wear, the OLS fleece or a navy blue sweater (no hoodies) are 

permissible.  The students do go out at recess unless the temperature has fallen below 

32 degrees or it is raining, so coats and gloves and hats are strongly suggested! 

 Winter uniforms are now in effect, so please check the OLS Parent-Student 

Handbook (found under the Parent Resources tab on the website) pages 6 – 10 for the 

appropriate uniforms.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  

 Unbelievably, the 8th Grade graduation pictures will be taken next Thursday, 

November 11th.  8th graders will receive further information about dress code and timing 

from the 8th grade teachers. Any other child who needs a retake or who missed the 

September pictures will also have his/her picture taken on the same day.   

 The PTA has been extremely active in the past few weeks, and here are few 

reminders about some of their current fundraisers. Please check the “eBackpack” on the 

website for additional information.   

1. Spiritwear orders are due by this Sunday, November 7th.   

2. Thanksgiving Pie orders are due by Friday November 12th  

3. The next “dine out” is Friday November 12th at Classic Sub Shop  

Two other reminders:  

1. The virtual Scholastic Book Fair will close on Sunday November 7th so please 

place your online orders this weekend.  

2. The Joe Corbi’s Pizza orders will arrive on Monday, with pick up at Door #4 

(Gymnasium door) from 2:15 – 5:00 PM.   

 



Over the past month, we have seen a tremendous increase in students arriving 

late, which is after 7:50 AM.  It is expected that all students are in their classrooms 

when prayers begin at 7:50 AM.  We start the day in prayer as a community, and this 

truly sets the tone for the remainder of the day.  Arriving late disrupts the entire 

classroom, since bags need to be unpacked, lunch orders taken, and the student 

misses the beginning of class.  I realize there are occasional circumstances that cause 

lateness, but when we have 30 students arriving late, then that is a problem for the 

teachers, the students, and the front office. Please reassess your morning routine and 

plan to arrive by 7:45 AM, which gives your child the time needed to get to the 

classroom and settled, and gives them the opportunity to begin their day calmly. Thank 

you for your immediate attention to this.  

For students in grades 2 through 8, the STAR Assessment reports for the first 

testing window were sent home via backpack mail today.  Please review this 

information, and contact either your child’s teacher or me if you have any further 

questions.  

We are already preparing for the next school year, and attached to this letter you 

will find information about applying for tuition assistance through the FACTS system (for 

grades K – 8).  The online application is now available!  March 1, 2022 is the deadline 

for the first round of funding, and May 16th for the second round.  I encourage every 

family to apply for this aid regardless of whether you believe you qualify or not.   

Finally, please make sure that anyone travelling over the holidays follows the 

CDC protocols that are currently in place and outlined in my previous letter.  We take 

the testing and quarantining very seriously, and are doing our best to maintain the 

health and safety of every student and adult in the building, and this is where we need 

your help.  Thank you for assisting us with this task.  

Enjoy the weekend, and don’t forget about the time change.  Remember we fall 

back one hour on Saturday night! 

Be well, 

Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal 


