
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

 

 

January 14, 2022 

Dear OLS Families,  

 Happy New Year!  I am hoping you had a blessed Christmas and were able to 

share time with family.  I pray 2022 brings good health, peace and joy to each of you.   

 I begin with COVID information. The NJDOH changed their quarantine guidelines 

once again this week. Mrs. Foley and I are in agreement that we will continue with the 

protocols we have in place, because our number one priority is to keep the school open 

and what we have been doing is working.  Many of the surrounding schools have been 

closed due to lack of faculty and staff or outbreaks among multiple classes.  We are 

doing our best to minimize the impact to you, but we continue to need your help.  First, if 

you are contacted and asked to pick up your child because he/she is showing 

symptoms such as a sore throat, runny nose, coughing – we are doing it to protect your 

child as well as the entire class and teacher.  You will most likely be asked to have your 

child tested before returning to school.  I understand it is an inconvenience for you; 

there are very few testing sites that have immediate openings and wait times are long. 

But being rude and yelling at either Mrs. Foley or me will not change the situation.  We 

are all frustrated by this pandemic and the additional burden it has placed on every 

person, whether parent, student, teacher or administrator.  We do not take any joy in 

calling you with this kind of news; if anything, it adds tremendously to what we have to 

report to the state.  In full transparency, we have had an outbreak in one classroom (3+ 

cases), as well as 6 faculty/staff out with Covid since returning from the break.  This is 

our current reality, and we are making the best decisions we can with the ever-changing 

information we have.  



Also, we are asking you to do the right thing if you see your child is showing any 

symptoms - please do not send them to school.  If someone in the house has tested 

positive or is awaiting test results, then your child should remain home unless 

vaccinated.  In either case, a call or email to Mrs. Foley or me is greatly appreciated so 

we can monitor from our side.   

We will continue to utilize the 10 day quarantine if a child tests positive for Covid.  

Vaccinated students are allowed to attend in-person learning as long as no symptoms 

are displayed.  We are finding that there are many scenarios, and we are taking them 

on a case-by-case basis, with return times varying according to testing dates and onset 

of symptoms.  Remote learning is available to students who are quarantining and 

awaiting test results or those who have tested positive.  Remote learning is not available 

to those who travel and must quarantine upon their return to NJ.  One final request is to 

ensure your child is wearing a well-fitted mask.  If your child’s mask does not stay over 

his/her nose, then it is not working.  Extras in their backpack are necessary too.  Please 

know, I will do everything I can safely do to keep all students in the building.  The 

bottom line is we all prefer to have them here in person! 

OK, moving on, here are some highlights of upcoming events: 

 We are off this upcoming Monday, 1/17 in honor or Martin Luther King 

Day. 

 The second STAR Assessment window begins next Tuesday 1/18 for 

grades 2nd – 8th.  If your child is remote, I will be in contact with login 

information. 

 The 6th Grade Prayer Service is Wednesday 1/19 at 8:15 AM. The Zoom 

link is below and will also be available on the school website on 

Wednesday morning. Please remember to remain on mute! 

o https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89112146915?pwd=alhZczVaR1F0SG9j

b2lJenBlK0Nsdz09 

o Meeting ID: 891 1214 6915 

o Passcode: P5017W 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89112146915?pwd=alhZczVaR1F0SG9jb2lJenBlK0Nsdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89112146915?pwd=alhZczVaR1F0SG9jb2lJenBlK0Nsdz09


 Catholic Schools Week kicks off on Sunday, January 30th. I will include 

the schedule with next Friday’s letter. 

 The PTA calendar is busy! The Super Bowl Pool is up and running, the 

flyer for the Ice Skating Party went home today, and we have the Mario’s 

Pizza Dine out next Wednesday 1/19.  Join in the fun – check out the 

school website for further information.  

I continue to search for a Pre K 4 teacher as well as a Computer/Spanish 

teacher.  If you know anyone who is interested, please have them forward a 

resume to me (mtuohy@olsschool.us).  I am sure you are seeing what I am – 

there are openings in every industry and we are no exception.  I appreciate your 

help in spreading the word.  

Enjoy the long weekend, stay warm and be well. Thank you for the support 

you are providing, it is truly appreciated.  

Stay well, 

Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal 
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